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EXAMINATION 


OF THE 


QUAKE RS 


BRIEF AccounT, TH 


r being well known that the 
People called Quakers do profeſs 
100 25 a conſcientious Scruple againſt 
8 the Payment of Tythes, and all 
forced — for Main- 
tenance of Miniſters and other Religious 
Uſes, A 
contin trying endeavouring to get 
— exempted from being Sbliged, 
by the Laws of the Land, to make any 
ſuch Payments at all; or at leaft, under 
Pretence of getting general Grievances re- 
dreſſed, attempting to procure a Neu _ 

A 2 


4 2 C 


[4] 


ſo modified and contrived as to make the 
Recovery of ſuch Demands as eaſy and fa- 
vourable as poſſible co 7he:n/eles; and, at 
the ſame time, ſo unſatis:uciory to thoſe 
Church-men, whom they will lay under a 
Neceſſity of ſuing for them, as to weary 
them out with the Vexariouſneſs of the 
Method, and make them cl:ooſe rather to 
fc down with the Loſs of their Right, 


| than be obliged conſtantly to undergo fo 


much Trouble and Fatigue in the Reco- 


very of it. 


With ſuch Expectations accordingly, as 
it is natural to believe, thev have ſome 
time ſince applied to the Legiſlature: pre- 
tending that the Church. men (when ob- 
lig'd by them to ſue for their Legal Dues as 


before mention'd) maliciouſly chooſe to pro- 


ſecure them in the Excheguer, Ecclefi- 
aſtical, and other Courts, in a moſt rigo- 
rous, expenſive, and ruinous manner, when 

cre is an eaſy, cheap, and in all reſpects 
more agreeable way always at hand, viz. 
that of convening the Quaker beiore two 
R of the Peace; as, by the 7th and 

th of King William III. they are impower d 
and left at Liberty to do. What therefore 
the CTurch- man, being left at Liberty, 
may not always chooſe, the Baker would 
have him, by a new Law, be reſtrained 
and compelled to do; which is, to go that 


way 


. 
way to work for the Recovery of his Right 
which will be beſt for the Qzaker, and be 
precluded from having Recourſe to any of 
the ſtated Courts of Judicature; to which, 
upon all other Occaſions, the Subjects of 
this Realm, and among others the Qua- 


kers themſelves, do chooſe to apply for 


the Recovery of their Rights, whenever 
they are unjuſtly and legally withheld 
from them. One of their own Writers 
confeſſeth, That their Views do not 
* finally terminate and reſt in the more 
« eaſy Recovery of Tythes, Church- Rates, 
« &c. which they eſtecm a legal Cere- 
c mony abrogated by the Goſpel of Chriſt, 


* anda Yoke of Bondage: But that their 


« preſent Requeſt is only, That this Few- 
« %% Burden, heavy in itſelf, may not be 
* made inſupportable by the additional 
« Severity of their Taſt-maſters. 

But becauſe ſome better Proof of theſe 
needleſs and cruel Proſecutions might juſtly 
be expected than their bare Surmiſe of 
them, they publiſhed a Book intituled, 
« A Brief Account of many of the Proſe- 
« cutions of the People called Qyakers, in 
* the Exchequer, Ecclefiaſtical, and other 
« Courts, for Demands recoverable by the 
© AQs made in the 7th and 8th Years of 


— 


® Rem. on Def. of London, p. 30, 31. | 
« the 


CLAP 


1 

te the Reign of King Villiam III. for the 
« more eaſy Recovery of Tythes, Church- 
« Rates, &c. humbly ſubmitted to the 
« Conſideration of the Members of both 
a Houſes of Parliament. Which Ac- 
count, they tell vs, contains no leſs than 
1180 Profecutions of that Sort; where 
the Sums ſued for might have been reco- 
vered with more Ea e and leſs Ex 
to both Parties, the Churcb- man as well as 
the Quaker, without having been carried 
into the Exchequer, Eccleſiaſtical, or any 
other Court, A Charge, which if true, 
would make the Church-men appear to 
have acted in a Blame-worthy manner; 
but, if falſe, muſt redound to the Shame 
and Confuſion of 2g who have brought 
it againſt them. 

If, for Inſtance, it ſhould appear that 
ſome of thoſe Proſecutions were for De- 
mands due before the ſaid Acts were 
made; or that the Quantity or Value of 
the Things demanded could not be come at 
and aiceriain'd before the Juſtices; or, in 
mort, that it would have been in any re- 
ſpect more incommodious for the Church- 
man to have applied to the 7u/tices than 
to the Courts; in all and every of theſe 
Caſes the Qualers have miſrepreſented 
things, and their Inſtances muſt be infigni- 
ficant to the Purpoſe for which they were 
intended. For- 


[ 7] 

Foraſmuch therefore as many, (zealouſly 
and piouſly concerned for the Honour and 
Security of the Church of England in ge- 
neral, of which they are ſo happy as to 
be Members,) have taken in hand to exa- 
mine the ſaid Brief Account, as far as it 


affects the ſeveral Dioceſes to which they 
belong; from the ſame Motives is the fol- 
lowing Examination made publick, on ac- 
count of thoſe Seven Proſecutions which 
relate to the Dioceſe of Hereford. 


Brief Account, Page 59. 


1701. James Whetham of Bromyard was 
proſecuted in the Exchequer for Great 


Tythes under 101. Value, at the Suit 
of Chriſtopher Capper, Farmer of the 


Tythes there. 
ANSWER 
Capper, who was a Lay-Farmer of the 


Impropriate Tythes of Bromyard, and 
Whetham the Quaker abovemention'd hav- 


not how to give a particular Anſwer to 
this Charge; and therefore muſt leave it 
to the charitable Judgment of the candid 
Reader. 

Brief Account, Page 59. 
1706, James Whecham aforeſaid was pro- 


Secured 


ing been both dead ſeveral Years, we know 


; 
4 
*# 


more In 
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ſecuted in the Exchequer for Small 
Bebe and Eaſter- Offerings for 15 or 
16 Tears, af the Suit of Thomas Fox, 
Clerk. 


ANSWER. 


Mr. Fox being likewiſe dead, the whole 
Truth and Circumſtances of this Caſe can- 
not be certainly known. But, if we look 
15 or 16 Years backward from the Year 
1706, it will appear that five or fix Years 
Tythes and Offerings were ſued for, which 
became due before the Statute of the 7th 
and 8ch of King William III. commenced, 
which was in the Year 1696. For theſe 
therefore a Complaint before the Juſtices 
could have brought Mr. Fox no Relief. 

And here it may be obſerv'd, that of 


this kind of Miſrepreſentation there are 


at leaſt thirty Inſtances, by their own Ac- 
knowledgment, in the Marginal Refe- 
rences of their Brief Account, in the fol- 
lowing Pages, 18, 28, 33, 48, 53, 55, 
56, 59, 61, 62, 69, 91, 92. ibid. 1852 
99. ibid. 100, 102, 105, 106, 110, 123, 
128, 129. ibid. 136, 143, 157, 162. And 
there is reaſon to ſuipect the Caſe may 
have been the ſame in, at leaſt, as many 
under the Years 1696-7-8-9, 
though Zhey have not chanced to mention 


8 Brief 


| Ouakers 


[9] 
Brief Account, Page 178. 


1718, William Osborne was proſecuted in 
the Ecclefiaſtical Court for Tythes, at 
_ the Suit of Thomas Cooper Parſon of 


Haberly, and George Lewellen — 
F Condover. 


ANSWER. 


This Inſtance, though placed by the 
among thoſe that belong to Wales, 

being in that Part of Shropſhire which is 
in the Dioceſe of Hereford, may moſt 
properly, according to the Date it bears, 
be taken notice of here: And the Re- 
flexions upon the two Clergymen above- 
mentioned, being very ſcandalous and abu- 
five in ho Manicel Refhrences of the 
Brief Account, we muſt defire the Reader 
to compare them with the following Let- 
ter, written by Mr. Pyle Deputy-Regiſter 
of the Biſhop's Court at Hereford to a 


Clergyman in London. 


Hereford, 20th May, 1738. 


Reverend Sir, 


* TP HAVE ftretch'd the Promiſe I made 
* = you in relation to Villiam Osborne be- 
* yond the Time which I thought would 
have been ſufficient for my Inquiries 

B con- 


＋ 
ping — 1 1 * 
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concerning the Complaint of Proſecu- 
cutions in Sbropſbire. But my Endea- 
vours ſhew his Infincerity in one of the 
© Caſes; and, to find out real Truth in 
© the other, has given me more Trouble 
than I expected to meet with. His Com- 
« plaint, as it relates to Mr. Thomas Cooper 
the late Rector of Haberly (now de- 


© ceaſed) I may venture to affirm is falſe 


© and without a Foundation. I have care- 
© fully ſearch'd my Books for the Year 
* 1718, and for ſome time before and af- 
© ter; but nothing of any ſuch Proſecution 
© a in them, as it would have done 
e F there had been any. I have moreover 
© had recourſe to my Entries and Accounts 
of that Time, and am morally certain 
© that there was not ſo much as a Pro- 


* ceſs ſent out againſt him at the Suit of 


* Mr. Cooper. 

In the Year 1718 Mr. George Lewellen, 
Rector of Pulverbach, brought an Action 
© againſt him for Subtraction of Tythes; 
and William Osborne, for his Contempt, in 
© obſtinately refuſing to make his Affirma- 


æ tion inſtead of an Oath, to make true An- 


c ſwer to the Libel, was excommunicated. 


© been publiſhed, V. Osborne left Shrop- 


Hire, and remov'd (he thinks it was) in- 


to 


*- 


1 


— 


And Mr. Lewellen (ends me Word that 
© ſoon after the Excommunication had 


| 


a — — —ͤ—[é 
4 


125. William Osborne of Eye was proſe- 


1 4 
© to MWorceſterſbire, and there boaſted 
© how he had cheated the Parſons: And 


© Mr. Lewellen loſt both Debt and Charges. 
© This is the beſt Account that can be 


given of this Matter by, Sir, 


Your moſt humble Servant, 
Ric. Pyle. 
| [Condover is in the Dioceſe of Lich. and Cov.] 


Brief Account, Page 59. 


cuted in the Exchequer for Tythes and 

Eaſter-Offer:ngs af the Suit of Edward 

Giers Rector of Biſhops-Froom, where 

be had formerly lived. 
ANSWER. 

This is the Villiam Osborne beforemen- 


tion d; whom we find moving from Coun- 


ty to County, and from Pariſh to Pariſh, 
as if on purpoſe to quarrel with, and 
then to abuſe and miſrepreſent the Church- 


men. Take the following Account as given 
of this Particular Inſtance by Mr. Geers 


himſelf, 


Finding myſelf, under the Name of Ed- 
ward Giers Rector of Biſhops Froom in 
the County of Hereford, repreſented as 
having perſecuted one William Osborne a 
Rucker, becauſe I preferr'd a Bill * 

B 2 i 
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him in the Court of Exchequer, I have 
drawnup the following true Repreſentation 
of the Affair. 

In the Years 1723 and 1724, Wilkam 
Osborne a Quaker poſſeſſed a Farm in the 


Pariſh of Biſbeps- Frome; the Great and 
Small T of which Farm are due to 
the Vicar of the ſaid Pariſh, it being a 
Vicarage endow'd. I ſeveral times ſent to 
the ſaid William Osborne, deſiring him either 
to compound with me for, or elſe to ſet 
out, his Tythes, as the Law directed; 
which he refuſed to do. Upon which 
Refuſals I went, in a neighbourly and 
peaceful manner, to the ſaid Villiam 


Osborne, in hopes that I might perſuade 


him to prevens a Proſecution at Law by 
ſome reaſonable Compliance, letting him 
know that, if he continued obſtinately to 
detain my juſt Dues, I ſhould be forced 
to put the Law in Execution againſt him. 
In return for which civil Behaviour I re- 


ceived nothing but rude Language, being 


told by the ſaid Villiam Osborne, that my 


Church was a Maſi- bouſe, that I had a 


Pope in my Belly; with a deal more of 
ſuch enthuſiaſtical Cant and Railing, 
_ equally groundleſs, abuſive and ridiculous. 


Having thus in vain endeavour'd to ob- 


tain my juſt Rights in a friendly manner, 
I applied to a neighbouring Fuftice of the 
Peace 


— —e— 


Bill 


fer another Bill 
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Peace for a Warrant, to bring the ſaid 
William Osborne to the next Petty S. ſfons: 
But, being deſired by the ſaid Fuftice to 
defer my Complaint at that time, becauſe 
a great deal of Buſineſs was to come be- 
fore that Seſſions, and He, the ſaid Fuftice, 
was obliged by an unavoidable Accident 
to haſten to London, I comply'd with the 
Requeſt, and contentedly waited for ano- 
ther Seſſions. 

In the mean time Villiam Osborne leaves 


his Farm and the Pariſh of Biſbop-Frome. 


And I, being inform d where he was gone, 
and that he had made a Deed of Sale of 
all that he was worth to one Timothy 
Townſend another Quaker (which Deed I 
had Reaſon to think was made with an 
Intention to defraud his Creditors, of which 


I was one) I applied to a neighbouring 


Attorney, who adviſed me to prefer a 
againſt the faid William Osborne in 


his Majeſty's Court of Exchequer, This I 
granted 


accordingly did ; and the Court 
an Attachment againſt the ſaid William 
Osborne: which Attachment was never 
put in Execution. For finding, upon far- 
ther Advice, that if I would proſecute the 
Affair to any purpoſe, I muſt likewiſe pre- 
againſt the ſaid Trmothy 
Townſend, and the Myſtery of Iniquity 
between the two Quakers not being eaſily 
to 


[14] 
to be unravelled, and I being happily got 
rid of my troubleſome Neighbour by 
the ſaid William Osborne's leaving my Pa- 
riſh ; I rather choſe to loſe my Debt (very 
moderately computed at the Value of 
fourteen Pounds) and afterwards to pay 
the Sum of two Pounds two Shillings to 
che Executor of my Attorney (who died 
in the mean time) than to carry on the 
Suit. 

This is a juſt and true Repreſentation of 
the whole Affair: And thus ended the 
dreadful Perſecution the ſaid William 
Osborne ſuffer d; who from that time to 
this has liv d intirely unmoleſted by me, 


Timothy Geers Vicar of | 


Bibepo-Frome, = hops 

4 5 77 1 Buſhops- Frome. 
Brief Account, Page 59. 

William Osborne aforeſaid was proſecuted 

in the Ecclęſiaſtical Court for a Church- 

| Rate (ſo called) at the Suit of William 

Jones Warden of Tarpole. 


ANSWER. 


At the Biſhop of Hereford's Viſitation in 
the Year 1728, William Osborne was pre- 
ſented by William Jones and William 


 Defſwall, then Church-wardens of Y; arpole, 
for refuſing to pay his Church-Aſeſſment; 


* 


| did not think it worth while to proſecute 


1151 
and being ſummon d by a Proceſs of Que- 
rum Nomina, he appear'd in the Court, 
and there again refuſed Payment: And ſo 
the Matter ended : For the Church-wardens 


it any farther. And, if William Osborne 
doth ſuggeſt that this Proſecution has coſt 
him more than his coming ten Miles to 
the Court, the Spirit of Truth is not in 


; 


Atteſted by me Ric. Pyle Dep. Regr. 


Brief Account, Page 59. 

William Griffiths of Canon Pyon was pro 
ſecuted in the Eccleſiaſtical Coane the 
about fourteen Shillings, demanded for 

Eaſter- Offerings, Tythes, and a Mar- 

riage Fee, at the Suit of Thomas Huſ- 

bands Vicar. 

ANS WE R. 

Mr. Husbands is dead; But the Caſe ma 
truly be repreſented thus. William Griffit 
wes bach up and continued a Member of 
the Eftabliſbed Church, till his Wife (as 
tis ſaid) perverted him from it. When he 
was ſued by Mr. Husbands (ſoon after his 
Marriage) he appeared in Court, and ſaid, 
He could not in Conſcience pay Tythes, 


for that he was one of the People called 


Quakers, But his Conſcience gave 3 


- — — 


261 


and he ſubmitted to pay the Yicar's Dues, 


without any Cenſure of the Court or Se- 
verity of Law. 
This I alſo atteſt, Ric. Pyle. 


Brief Account, Page 59. 


John Pugh of the Pariſh of Kingsland 
was proſecuted in the Exchequer for 
ſeven Pounds demanded at the Suit of 
T homas Watkins, Tythe-Farmer. 


ANSWER. 


Of this, Mr. Watkins gives the follow- 
ing Account in a Letter to Mr. Pyle. 


S TR, 


I Have your Favour of the 8th Inſtant; 
« 4 in anſwer to which Iam to tell you, 
that when I was Curate to Dr. Davies, 
© of Kingsland, 1 held the Tythes of one 
< Townſhip of the Pariſh; which was a 
© Conveniency to the Doctor as well as to 
me; as it ſavd him the Trouble of 
< reckoning, and paying me Salary every 


Quarter, and afforded me uſeful Buſineſs 


© for myMan-ſervant,after he had taken care 


_ © of my Horſes and bruſh'd my Cloaths 


in the Morning. 

© In this Townſhip liv'd one Jobn Pugh, 
© who was, for many Years an Anabaptift - 
« and during the time of his being of that 


Per- 
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© Perſuaſion, I believe his Tythes were 
© paid well enough. Afterwards, he took 
© it into his Head to become a Qualer; 
© and, from that time, would not pay any 
* Tythes or Dues to the Miniſter. I had 
Patience with him for ſeveral Years, 
© ſent many civil Meſſages to him to deſire 
© him to make Satisfaction for what he 
© had withheld, uſed Perſuaſions and En- 
< treaties to this Purpoſe from time to 
© time; but all in vain: And, for all this 
* kind Uſage, I heard of nothing in return 
but opprobrious Language to my Servant, 
« Thy Maſter's a Thief, a Robber, and by 
| © thy means ſieals from me what be has no 
# ' 5 

I I ſuffer'd this ill Treatment for ſeveral 
© Years without giving him any Diſtur- 
© bance, till I found the Dues withheld 
< amounted to more than eigbt Pounds; 
© and then I ſent him a Particular of hat 
© I thought to be due, and order d my 
© Servant to call upon him ſeveral times 
© for the Money. And, having no ſatis- 
© factory Anſwer, after long waiting, I de- 
© fired an Attorney to prefer a Bill againſt 
© him in the Exchequer, for the Recovery 
© of what had been ſo long withheld. 
© Upon which, the whole Body of Qua- 
© kers in Leominſter applied to one of their 
© Members of Parliament, and deſired him 
C to 
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to uſe all his Influence and Intereſt with 
© me to withdraw the Bill. This I readi- 
© ly conſented to do, on condition that the 
© Debt and Charges were paid; which 
< was a bitter Pill for ſome time, but at 
© length complied with; and the whole, 
© as I have been told, paid out of the Fund 
© or Treaſury of the Body of that People, 
© in order to confirm the new Convert in his 
© Perverſeneſs and Obſtinacy. 

»The Tythes, withheld from me by 
© Pugh, were (beſides Grain) Hops and 
Apples, Wool and Lambs, which are of 
© conſiderable Value in that Part of the 
County; and of ſuch a Nature and 

© Kind, that I knew well enough that it 
would be impoſſible for my Servant and 
© Workman to give an Account upon Oath 
© before a Juſtice of Peace, how many 
< Hogſheads of Cyder, how many Stone of 
© Wool, how many Lambs, and how many 
© hundred Weight of Hops, the Quaker 
© had detain'd from me in the Space of a- 
£ bout four Years. And I was alſo ſatisfied 
that, when we came before a Juſtice, I 
© ſhould hear nothing but the common 
Cant upon theſe Occaſions, Prove thy 
Due, Swear thy Due. For theſe Reaſons 
© I thought myſelf well intitled to the ſo- 
© lemn Affirmation of the Quaker in the 


* Exchequer, as to the Quantity of Cyder 
he 


1 

© he had made in each Year, the Number 
© of his Sheep and Lambs, and Bays of 
* Hops. 

© I have ſince talk d with Mr. Higgins 
* my Attorney, and he tells me, that John 
Pugh of Kingsland only enter d an Ap- 
© pearance to the Bill in the Exchequer, 
© but never put in any Anſwer. That, as 
© near as he can remember, his Bill for 
© Colts was Six Pounds and ſome few 
« $hillings, which he received, and the Se- 


even Pounds due to me for Tythes un- 


« juſtly kept back from me. 
J am, Sir, 
Nur very bumble Servant, 
3 5 Tho. Watkins. 
[Mr. Watkins 7s ſince dead.] 


From an Examination of the Seven fore- 
going Pro:ecutions the Reader may pleaſe 
to obſerve, that no one of them appears 
to be of ſuch a Nature as the Quakers 
have repreſented them. For, from the 

Firſt, Both the Parties, James Whetiam 
and Chriſtopher Capper, being long ſince 
dead, we may as well in Charity preſume 
the Church-man had good Reatons for what 
he did, as the Qualers uncharitably that he 
had not. From the 

C2 Second, 
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Second, Of the ſaid Whetham and Mr. Fox, 
it appears that the Demands of the latter 
were for Tythes and Eaſter Offerings due 
ſeveral Years before the Act of the 7th and 
8ch of King William III. commenc'd. From 
> 

Third, Of William Osborne being pro- 
ſecuted by Mr. Cooper, we are aſſured no 
ſuch Thing is upon Record. It does appear 
indeed that he was proſecuted by Mr. Lew- 
ellen, but not that ſuch Proſecution was 
needleſs. That it was neither cruel nor ex- 

pPenſive the Quaker himſelf has prov'd, by 
his being forthwith at Liberty to remove in- 
to another County, Which we find he did 
accordingly, and made the Church-man loſe 
both his Debt and Charges. From the 

Fourth, Of the ſame Wilkam Osborne 
being proſecuted in the Exchequer by 
Mr. Geers, it is evident that he laid 
Mr. Geers under a Neceſſity of taking that 
Courſe with him, by a ſecond time ſhifti 
his Habitation, and making over his Ef- 
fects; and that the cruel Expence of the 
whole Proſecution fell upon the Church- 
man, by the fraudulent Dealing of the Qua- 
ker. From the 

Fifth, Where William Osborne again, in 
a third Place, is proſecuted for a Church- 
Aſſeſſment, it appears that the Proſecution 
was dropt without any Expence or Cruelty 


L 2x ] 
to him: And, to ſhew it was needleſs, the 
Nuakers muſt prove that the Church-War. 
dens were appriz'd it would be an cafier 
way for them to convene William Osborne 
before two Tuftices of the Peace, than to 
| Preſent him at the Viſtation, to which they 
were oblig'd to come upon other Accounts. 
From the | 
Sixth, Where William Griffiths is pro- 
ſecuted by Mr. Husbands, it does not ap- 
pear that he was known to be a Quaker 
till he profeſſed bimſelf to be one in the 
Court; or that the Proſecution was either 
pen ve or cruel to him. From the 
Seventh and Jaft, In the Caſe of John 
Pugh, the Proſecutor, Mr. Watkins, has 
declared his Demands were fo circum- 
ſtanced, as that the Value could not be aſ- 
certained before the Juſfices; and he ap- 
* e _ by 1 that 
could not have obtained a ſatisfactory 
Redreſs there. 
And I make no doubt but that, if all 
the reſt of their 1180 Inſtances were con- 
ſidered in a true Light, they would appear 
to be equally inſignificant as to proving 
the Point in Queſiton ; which is not, as the 
NRuakers ſtate it, That all Proſecutions 
© carried on in the Exchequer, and other 
Courts, for Demands recoverable by the 
« Acts of the 7th and 8th of King 
| cc William 


. 
« William III. are to be counted cruel 
« Perſecutions, becauie it was * in the 
« Pywer, and af the Choice of the Proſe- 
« Cutors to have recovered them according 
<« to the Method allowed by ie ſaid Acts, 
But (what tiicy have not yer thewn, nor 
I truſt ever will) That, of the two 
« ways beforementioned, the Proſecutors 
« are ſo abſurdly malicious as ever to pre- 
« fer that way which is moſt expenſive 
« and troubleſome to themſelves, purely 
* to plague and vex others.” For, unleſs 
this can be made appear, nothing can be 
more unreaſonable than to expect that in- 
jur'd Men ſhould be compell d to make uſe 
of that which they take to be the moſt 
difficult and incommodious way of recover- 
ing their Riglt, merely to eaſe and gratijy 
thoſe who are ſo unjuſt as to give them the 
Trouble of Suing for it. An Attorney or a 
Proctor may be ſpoke with or ſent to with 
little or no Trouble at all: But how many 
Miles, and how many Times, may a Man 
go after ſome Juſtices before he can find 
them at home, and in a fir Temper to 
tranſact the Buſineſs he comes about! 
How uncertain is it whether one or other 
of the Parties, after all, may not think 
proper to appeal to the Quarter-Seſſions, to 


_ 
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be held at a Town ten or more Miles di- 
ſtant from their Habitation! And how 
more than poſſible, that the Affair may 
be carried into one of the ffated Courts at 
laſt, upon a diſputed Title or ſome other 
Pretence, in order to prolong the Suit and 
make it tedious and burdenſome to the 
Proſecutor ! 

Bur, ſay the Qualers, our Conſciences 
will not juffer us to pay Tythes, &c. at 
all; we think our {elves * forbidden 
the Goſpel ſo to do; and that thoſe who 
la to be Fo:lowers, and ſome of them 

Miniſters of that Go)pel, ſhould have ſo 

much Charity for us, as not to proſecute 
us at all upon that Account; or at leaſt, 
if they muſt proſecute, to chooſe that way 
of doing it which will be moſt eaſy and 
convenient for us, who are Sufferers for 
Righteouſneſs ſake, without being ſo /elfi/Þ 
and covetous as to conſult their own: worldly 
Intereſt upon ſuch an Occaſion. 

This being the Foundation of the Qua- 
kers Complaint, we will inquire a little 
into the State and Condition of it : not by 
entering into any Diſpute with them about 
the Scripture Dectrine of Tythes ; which 
every Child that has read its Teſtament 

can inform them were cuſtomary in the 
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World long enough before the Moſaical 
Diſpenſation took place; and that Levi 
himſelf, in Abrabam, paid Tythes to Mel- 
chiſedech; the Order of whoſe Pricſt hood 
* abideth continually : — preſent Cauſe 
depending upon, not what People in their 
rivate Comin and on — own Be- 
alf ſhall pleaſe to think the Scripture in- 
tendeth, but upon what the Laws have 
wiſely determined for the Good of the 
Whole. And yet it is worth while to 
_ obſerve with what Acekneſs and Humility 
the Quakers have decided this Point in 
their own Favour. © 1 We know (fay 
* they) that our ancient Teſtimony againſt 
« Tytbes is ſtill ſupportable by Scripture, 
© though the Clergy have found that their 
« old Claim to them is not ſo. Tis poſſible 
« that, in this Point of Tythes, the - 
* fers Conſciences may not yet be through- 
« ly ſatisfied of what the Clergies Intereſt 
« ſeems to have convinced them, viz. 
« That the Laws of the Nation have a 
* Authority to eſtabliſh, in Caſes 
« of Religion, what Chr:/t aboliſhed, and 
« to build again the things which he de- 
« ftroyed; and for that reaſon they Chri/- 
« tjanly ſubmit to the Penalties of the 
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Laws, that they may keep their Con- 
<«« ſciences conformable to the Precepts of 
te the Goſpel. For though the Clergy, in 
<« this Caſe of Tythes which ought to be 
« decided by Scripture, chooſe to leave 
that and adhere to the Laws of the Land 
e as the Standard of their Claim: Yer the 
* Duakers may think it their Duty, and 
« very conſiſtent with their Pretenſions to 
« to be good and peaceable Subjects, to 
« continue their reverent Regard to the 
« Holy Scriptures as a Rule of their Con- 
« ſciences. 

To which we need ſay no more than that, 
*Trs poſſible there may be no real Foun- 
dation for any of theſe ſcandalous Reflec- 
tions they have thought proper to caſt up- 
on the Clergy of our eftabliſh'd Church, or 
for the finith'd Character they have given 
themſelves. Tis poſſible the Clergy may 
think their old Claim to Tythes as ſupport- 
able by Scripture as the Quakers their an- 
cient Teſtimony againſt them; even by that 
Scripture, which the Quakers (how chari- 
tably I know not) ſay they chooſe to leave, 
only becauſe they ſee no Reaſon why, in 
this Particular, they may not adbere to the 
Laws of the Land. Who gave them Au- 
thority to interpret Scripture for all the 
reſt of Mankind ? And why muſt the 
Clergy of the Church "4 England, W 
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they do not underſtand the Scripture to 
mean as YQuakers would have them, be 
branded with the vile Imputation of 
«< ſeeming to be convinced by their Intereſt 
« That the Laws of the Nation have a 
« proper Authority to eſtabliſh, in Caſes 
« of Religion, what Chrift aboliſhed ? ” 
Tis poſſible they may look upon the Caſe 
of eſtabliſhing the Payment of Tythes as 
no Caſe of Religion at all; any otherwiſe 
than as Religion requires Chriſtians to ſub- 
mit themſelves to every Ordinance of Man; 
commands every Soul to be ſubjef? to the 
Higher Powers; and bids them render to 
all their Dues, Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom, &c. 
And Tis prſſible alſo, they may be of Opi- 
nion that this Subjection to the Higher 
Powers, wh - the Scripture ſo expreſly 
injoins, conſiſts y in paying readily 
— without 1 all mn Subſi- 
dies (however called) which the faid 
Higher Powers may think proper to or- 
dain for the Maintenance of that Govern- 
ment Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, over which 
Divine Providence hath placed them. 

Where doth that Scripture, ro which the 
Quakers profeſs themſelves to be ſo con- 
formable, give any countenance for diſ- 
puting the Payment of National Appoint- 
ments? Chr:/? himſelf, in a Caſe where he 


appears to have look d upon the Exaction 
. e 
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as unreaſonable, ſpeaking of the Kings of 
the Earth, ſays to Peter, * Leſt we ſhould 
offend them, go thou to the Sca and caſt an 
Hook, and take up the Fiſh that firſt cometh 
up ; and when thou Laſt opened his Mouth, 
thou ſhalt find a piece of Money ; that take 
and give unto them for me and thee. 
When deſired to interpoſe concerning a 
Title and a Claim, in relation to worldly 
Property, with what Indignation doth 
he reject the Offer! ſaying, to him 

that advanced it, ¶ Man, who made me 
a Judge or a Divider over you? And 
fince our Laws require that every Perſon 
under ſuch Circumſtances ſhall pay a cer- 
tain Proportion of his Poſſeſſions towards 
the Maintenance of our eſtabliſhed Reli- 
gion ; and as it is the Duty of the King, 


who is the Miniſter of God, to ſee that 
every one of his Subjects ſhall have and 


enjoy that which the Law appropriates 
ro him; For any to pretend Scruples of 
Conſcience againſt the making tuch Pay- 
ments as the Laws and the King's Courts 
of Judicature thus require them to make, 
what is it but acting contrary to the ex- 
pu Words of the Goſpel ; where CEr:/t 
himſelf commands all Chriſtians to render 
unto Ceſar the things that are Cajar's. 


— 
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And the Qualers widely miſtake the Caſe, 
when they 4 repreient themſelves as 
treated in a cruel and uncbriſtian man- 
ner, by being made Examples of to others 
for their Obſlinacy about Religion; when 
really and truly the Queſtion is about 
Money and the Things of this World, and 
not about Faith and thoſe things that 
are God's. Nor can they, though t 
would fain do it, bring their Caſe to tally 
in this reſpect with that of the primitive 
Chriſtians and Proteſtant Martyrs ; who 
ſuffered purely on account of Religion, 
and not for refuſing to pay what the 
Laws ordained. Though, had they been 
of ſuch a Spirit as our Qualers, how 
plauſibly might either of them have re- | 
fuſed the paying of all manner of Tri- | 


bute and Cuſtom, becauſe they had juſt _ 

Reaſon to believe that ſome of ic would 

go to the Support of Tdol-Worſhip. 
Nor can Feople believe, as the Quakers | 

would have them, that thoſe Proſecutions 

with all their terrible Conſequences, which 

ſome of their Friends have undergone, 

are ſuch Þ convincing Proofs of their Since- 

rity; but rather of Obſiznacy, and the | 

Hopes of tiring out their Proſecutors at | 


— 
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the long Run. For, if the Refuſal of 
ſuch Payments, and an utter Perfftence in 


it, even to Impriſonment, ſpoiling of Goods, 
&c. be 4 convincing Proof of Sincerity in 


the Quakers, how Few of them have given 
that Proof ! 

But, to ſhew more effectually how un- 
reaſonable and unwarrantable it is to plead 
Scruples of Conſcience from Scripture 
againſt the Payment of cuff 
Deſigna 


omary and legal 
tions, let us ſuppoſe a Se# ſhould 
ariſe and reſolve to imitate the firſt Chriſt:- 


pets ſo, by having 2 
community of Goods ; and accordingly * jel! 
their Poſſeſſions and part them to all men as 
every man ſhould have need; and, the better 
to carry their Scheme into Execution, en- 
deavour to ſeize upon the Poſſeſſions of other 


_ Chriſtians, or at leaſt to wwithold paying 


them their legal Demands, out of a pre- 
rended Scruple of Conſcience, and an Ap- 


1 to Scripture for the Juſtification of + 


uch a Scruple ; Will the vaters ſay ſuch 
Men ought to be uſed with great Tender- 

neſs, and that it would be Covefouſneſs and 
Cruelty not to let them have their way? 
For, as to Tythes, which they will by no 
means allow to be the Property of the 
Clergy becauſe they belong to them by 


» 12 — 4 — —R{ 4 
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Appointment and not by Inheritance 
(which, by the way, is a mere Quibble, 
fince it is the Legal Title in all cafes that 
makes Property) whenever they w:ith-bold 
the Payment of them, they wwz7h-bold that 


which, by their own Confeſſion, is, by the 
Law, fle Property of the Church; that 
which they + acknowledge the Legiſlature 


can regulate and alter, alienate and even 
aboliſh at pleaſure. All which we will 
admit and join iſſue in; Becauſe, by in- 
ſiſting upon this, they plainly allow that 


theſe Tythes are none of theirs who are 


called upon to pay them, but belong to 
thoſe to whom the Legiſlature may at any 
time pleaſe to appropriate them. 


When the 2rakers have been rebuked 
for the many notorious Violations of Chri- 
ian Charity they have been guilty of, in 
attempting to injure the Characters of the 


Clergy, by imputing their legal Endea- 
vours to recover their Dues, to a Spirit of 
Coverouſneſs, Malice, Crueity, Revenge, and 
I know not what, and have been told, That 


they o:yght to judge charitably of the Inten- 


tions of thoſe whoſe Motives of Action can 
na be grounded merely upon Conjectures; 
they anlwer, + Ibe particular Motives of 
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It is a charitable Preſumption the Clergy 
will take that Courſe to recover their Dues 
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the Clergy are quite out of the caſe. If ſo, 
how inexcuſable are they who have fo 
often gone ou? of the Caſe to aſcertain the 
particular Motives of ſo many of the Pro- 
ſecutions in their Brief Account, and at 
the ſame time fix d them on the Clergy. 
And though, || in another place, they ſay 
their Complaint was general and without 
reſpect of Perſons, that they did not level it 
more at the Clergy than at the Laity ; yet, 


elſewhere, we find them repreſenting the 


Forbearance of the Clergy, as a thing de- 
figned, on purpoſe to prepare the Way jor a 


ſeverer Proſecution; and affirming, in rela- 


tion to Inſtances of their great Patience, 
That there can be no * clearer Demonſtra- 
tion of Malice than a rigid Proſecution after 
ſeveral Years Premeditation. If it be ſaid, 


which is fo them the ſhorteſt and eaſieſt, 
they reply, + They bave fully made appear 
that ſuch Preſumption is not a well-grounded 
or juſt Preſumption. When it is urged on 
che behalf of the Clergy, that they are 
under a | Neceſſity, on ſome occaſions, of 
having recourſe to the ſtated Courts, They 
call it, A plauſible Pretence of Neceſſity 


| Find. of Brief Account againſt Lond. p 7. 
„„ 1, oe. + Bid. p. 16. 
1 Remarks on Def. of Lond. . 21 


under 


1 321 
under which the Clergy would ſbelter their 
tender Characters from 


any other account than purely to ſatiate his 
e; at the ſame time averring, that 


whether ſuch proceeding be Chriſtian or not, 
will admit of no Diſpute where Clergymen 


are not concerned. 
This is that meek, mild, quiet People, 
who in Charity think no ill of, and endea- 
vour to live peaceably with, their Neigh- 
bours : who * Cbriſtianly ſubmit to the Pe- 
nalties of the Laws, that they may keep 
their Conſciences con 
of the Goſpel ; who, + where the more eaſy 
Method bath been taken, have not uſually op- 


poſed the Fuſtice's Decifion by diſputing the 
2 Title. This is mighty well 


But what becomes of that Conſcience all 
the while, they talk ſo much of at other 


times? Will that make them + diſpute the 


Title only in the Eccleſia 


ical Court, in 


order to apply for a Prohibition? And does 


* Remarks : of Lichfield and Coventry, P. 6. 
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perty, but immediately 


=” 
not ſuch a Conceſſion as this call in queſtion 
their Love of Peace and Endeavours to avoid 
Expence; and look as if they ſometimes 
intended nothing lefs than to make the 
Churchman (if he thinks it worth his 


while) dance attendance after them into 


Weftminſfter-Hall; and to give him as much 
Trouble and Vexation as they poſſibly 
can? 

They feem to be angry with the Pro- 
prietors of Tythes, &c. for offering to 
claim them by any other than a Drvine 
Right. But why? Are not human Laws in 
many ether caſes made for the Support 
and Enforcement of thoſe that are Divine; 
and recurr'd to without bringing the Au- 
thority and Validity of the others into 
queſtion ? Why then may not Churchmen, 
adding the Wiſdom of the Serpent to the 
Harmleſſneſs of the Dove, have recoutſe to 


the Laws of the Land upon theſe occa- 


fions, and tell the Quakers that, what- 


ever are their Dues by the Laws of the 


Land ought to be conſider'd as their Pro- 
an Author muſt 
be cited, to put them in mind that + They 


orght to have more Modey than to ca 
thata P which they know to be only 


a Truſt. They acknowledge, (in the Words 


+ Vindication againſt London, p. 126. 
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of the ſame Author) that Every private 
Intereſt, even Rights of Inheritance, muſt 
be governed by the Co 


nfideration of publick 
Intereſt. True: But, of the Expedien 1 
and Fitneſs of what is to be done in fi 


Caſes, who is to judge, the Leg:flature or 
They? Why They, L. b another 
favourite Author of theirs, whoſe Words 
are theſe; } That any Parliament have 
Power to make any binding Laws for the 


Maintenance of thoſe they call Minifters, for 
doing 


a Work which they call the Worſhip 
of God, and force People to ſubmit to it, 
| the clear Light of this Age doth generally 
condemn. 
Whence we ſce plainly, that as it is 
| _ their pretended Conſcience to pay 
y thing toward the Maintenance of an 
Els d Church, ſo it is their Opinion 
that no Laws ought to be made to that 
Effect, and that wher made they ought not 
2 be obey d. Agreeably to which, they 
call the Laws now ſubſiſting for the * 
of * Church in this Ref * F 
Nate of : And, after having 
= 2 ** upon the 3 — 
the Aſſurance to tell — Wat 


ee eee Londen, p. 129. Mir 
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they think it reaſonable a Law ſhould be 
made to exempt them, in particular, en- 
tirely from the Payment of Tythes. They 
repreſent 7 all Proſecutions according to 
thoſe Laws as Perſecutions, and © lament 
<< that the great Bleſſing of Liberty of 
« 'Conſcience enjoyed under the Lenity of 
« the preſent Adminiſtration, ſhould be 
« interrupted by ſuch Proccedings;” for- 
getting that the AF for Toleration, &c. 
which allows and protects them in uſing 
their Liberty of Conſcience, and contains all 
that Lenity of the preſent Adminiſtration 
they talk of, ſecures to Church-men, and 
requires Quakers to pay, Church Dues of 
all Kinds, in as ample manner as 
were before eftabliſhed by the Statutes of the 
Realm. 

—_ they 7 think it * unreaſonable that the 
ſoould recerve Wages from Thoſe for 
_ they do nothing. If this Plea be 
good one, it is what, not only Din- 


a 
ters of all Denominations, but all Tnfdels, 


Libertines and irreligious Perſons of all 
Sorts and Kinds, have as good a Title to 
as the Quakers. And whoſe is the Fault in 
| this Caſe? the Clergy's, who are always 
_ and willing to inſtruct; or theirs, 


— 
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who are never either ready or willing to 
hear? Should every one, who thinks pro- 
per, be left to do that which is right in his 
own Sight as to Payments of this Kind, 
which muſt end in utter Confuſion ; or, 
are the Quakers ſo unreaſonable as to ex- 
a ſpecial Exemption for themſelves? 
7 this, they — 5 That whatever 
their Principles are at bottom, what 
deſire at preſent is only a Law fo compel | 
 Church-men (if they will be fo cruel, and | 
covetous, and ſelfiſh, as to make any De- | 
mands upon them at all) to take a more 
gentle and eaſy way with them, in ſuing 
for their Rights, than hitherto they have. 
choſen to do. Now whatever hinders a 
ſenfible honeſt Man from chooſing that 
way which he likes beſt, muſt be what he 
cannot but, in his Heart at leaſt, wiſh to 
be away. And why Church men ſhould be 
diſtreſſed in ſuing for their legal Dues, on- 
ly to make the Quakers eaſy in their refu- 
ing the Payment of them, it will be hard 
- Borg one, but a Quaker, to aflign a 
Io proſecute any one unjuſtly, or even 
unncceſſarily, muſt be allowed to be a kind | 
of Perſecution. But then it- muſt like- 
wiſe be granted that, in all Caſes, where 
a Man's legal Right is denied him, and he 
is forced to take the Trouble of projecu- 
» — 
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diaz before he can obtain it, that Man is 
really and truly the Perſon perſecuted; and 
the more troubleſome, vexations, and expen· 
fue, ſuch Law-Swit is to him, the more 
he is perſecuted, And conſequently, in all 
thoſe Proſecutions in the Brief Account, 
where it cannot be made appear that the 
Demand was unjufily made, or the Suing 
for it unneceſſary, impartial Judges muſt 
ſee that the Quaker was the Perſecutor, 
and the Church-man the Perſon per ſe- 
To conclude; as, upon a Confideration 
of the whole Matter, it manifeſtly ap- 
pears to be the Principle and Intention of 
| the Quakers to get all thoſe Laws repealed 
by which Men are obliged P to the 
Support and Maintenance of Church; 
or, at leaſt, to get a new Law enacted to 
| make the Recovery of all ſuch Payments 
as eaſy to themſelves as poſſible, (they 
being reſolv d to diſpute them Inch by 
Inch;) it is therefore the Concern, and 
ought to be the Buſineſs of every dutiful 
Son of the Church of England (all * being 
equally involved in the Caſe) carefully to 
watch the Motions of the Quakers upon 


— 
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this and all ſuch Occaſions; wiſely to 
ſuſpect, knowing their Principles, that a 
Snake may lie in the Graſs; and cautiouſly 
to examine whether the Relief they pre- 
tend to deſire from any new Law may be 
innocently and ſafely granted them; that 
is, wherher they can be indulged and hu- 
moured, in this Caſe, without any Incon- 
venier ce to the Church-men who are to have 
to do with them. 

To the Qzakers, who profeſs themſelves 
to be of a meek, calm, and quiet Spirit; 
ſtrict Adberers to the Goſpel, and upon that 
Account ever ready chriſtianly to ſubmit to 
the Penalties of the Laus; I would recom- 


mend an Imitation of the before-mention- 


ed Example of our LoxD; who or- 
d the Payment demanded of him to 
nade to avoid offending againſt the 

Laws of the Higher Powers; though he 
knew himſelf to be free, and conſequently 
that he ought to be exempted from it. 
And, fince they muſt pay, to conſider how 
much eafier it- would be for them, (than 
any AZ that can be made in their Favour 
ort of a total Exemption, ) either to look 
upon theſe Payments rather as | Cuſtomary 

* Rem. on Def. of Lich. and Cov. 
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1 Render to all their Dues, Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom, &c. 
Rom. xiii. 7. 
Dues 
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Dues than Moſaical Tythes, &c. or, 


af- 
ter having made their Proteſt that they 


do not pay them in the latter Senſe, to 
ſuffer the Demander to take his legal Due, 
 _ meekly, paſroey, and refignedly; without 

making that Reſiſtance, which muſt in the 
| End prove to one, if not both, of the 
Parties concerned, turbulent, wexatious, and 
expenſive. And, hoping that they will nor 
ever the more for all theſe things, look up- 
on Church-men as Enemies, but at moſt as 
Goſpel- Adverſaries; that is, ſuch as they 
themſelves oblige to be Plaintiffs at Law; 

I heartily recommend to their Confidera- 
tion, and I hope future Practice, thoſe 
applicable —_— bn _ _ Lo xD; 

ee with thine il 

. art in the way with 43 4 
at any time the Adverſary deliver thee to 

the Fudge, and the Fudge deliver thee to 
| the Officer, and thou be caſt into Priſon 
Verihy, I ſay unto thee, thou ſhalt by no 
means come out thence, till thou baſt paid the 
uttermoſt Farthing. 


». Matth. v. 25, 26. 
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